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In the 1577 Hampshire Privy Council Certificate, inns, taverns, and alehouses were distinguished as separate classes of 

buildings. At this time, there were 324 alehouse-keepers, 67 innkeepers, and 14 taverners in Hampshire alone. Today, the 

term public house, or pub, has become a generic way of referring to inns, taverns, and alehouses alike. For centuries, pubs 

have served various roles in communities far beyond simply being a place for patrons to eat, sleep and drink.  

The Crown Inn

The Crown with original beams exposed, 1997 

(John Bosworth) 

The pubs of Bishop’s Waltham are no different. Specifically, The Crown Inn, in              

St. George’s Square, is rich in history. It is thought to have originated as a 15th century

                  timber-framed hall house with two bays to the west and one to the east. It      

                   is likely that the building then experienced significant reconstruction in the 

                     17th century. One of the earliest records of a pub by that name at Bishop’s 

                      Waltham was in a 1693 survey of the property, after which it became one 

                       of the town’s main coaching inns. Over the centuries since, it has also 

                         acted as a post office, meeting place, concert venue, taxi rank, 

                          auction house, manor court and much more. 

The Crown Inn, New Year’s 

celebrations –Alan Veck on far 

right, c.1968 (John Bosworth)

The Crown Inn 

Sign, 1982

(John Bosworth)

Brighton 

Coach outside 

The Crown, 

undated, 

(photographer 

unknown)

Advert for The Crown Inn



Early advert of the Crown Inn and the post-chaise, 

praising “good affortment of WINES and SPIRITS of 

the best quality”, and the “Good post-chaise and 

horses, with careful drivers”

Salisbury and Winchester Journal, 21 January 1788

The Crown appears several times in a humorous account of the 

residents of Bishop’s Waltham (under pseudonyms) from 1834 by 

‘Peregrine Reedpen’ called ‘Our Town, Or, Rough Sketches of 

Character, Manners, &c’. Here, The Crown is described as “the head 

inn, posting house, and post-office [where] there is but little show of 

business, and in that little there is more noise than work. This is what 

the landlord would call a dull time” (pg. 8).

The landlord at the time was described as “somewhat aristocratic in 

his notions — a pert, insolent upstart, and looks with supreme 

contempt upon his opponent” [The King’s Head opposite] (pg. 9).

According to Reedpen, the corner that The Crown 

sat on, saw much commotion:

“We cannot say much for the beauty of the 

entrances to our town. It must be confessed, they 

are not so handsome as they might have been. This 

infernal sharp corner turning round by the side of 

our ‘head inn’ has been very detrimental to 

drunken men and carriage pannels, to say nothing 

of wheels, poles and shafts” (pg. 204)

Newspaper clippings from a scrapbook belonging to a resident which was donated to the museum

An advert for a waitress and chambermaid combined

The Hampshire Post, 17 September 1880

The Crown Inn



The Crown Through the Ages

St George’s Square, early 1920s 

(Photographer unknown)

St George’s Square from east, Robinsons delivering at Crown, 

undated (Photographer unknown)Crown Inn, rear c.1897 (Photographer unknown)

St George’s Square, Crown Landlord Robert King in Argyll car, 

c.1908 (Photographer unknown)

St George’s Square, with early bus, undated

 (Photographer unknown)

Crown Inn, St George’s Square with the Market 

House in 1840 (Artist unknown)



The Crown Through the Ages

The Crown Inn interior, staircase, c1918 (Photographer unknown)

The Crown Inn interior, c1918  (Photographer unknown)

The Crown Inn interior, close-up 

of panelling, c1918  

(Photographer unknown)

The Crown Inn interior 2018

 (Penny Copeland) Taper burn marks at the Crown 

Inn, 2018 (Penny Copeland)

The Crown Inn interior, c1918  (Photographer unknown)



The Crown Through the Ages

Crown Inn, Celebrations at the Armoury Bar, 1959 (John Bosworth)



Rear of Crown Inn from Coppice Hill, 1968 (John Bosworth) 

Crown Inn from Basingwell Street c.1960 (John Bosworth) 

Crown Inn from Basingwell Street after road 

widening, undated (John Bosworth) 

Crown Inn back door – GT Floate Postcard, undated

St George’s Square, The Crown & east end, c.1960 (John Bosworth)  

Fallen tree showing The Crown barn, undated (John Bosworth)          



The Crown from Houchin Street scaffolding,

26 November 1982 (John Bosworth) 

Crown Inn south side 13 April 1984 (Liz Lewis)

St George’s Square – Crown Inn south side, 

1975 (John Bosworth) 

Crown Inn south side signs, 1 April 1984 (John Bosworth) 

The Crown Inn south side from Botley Road, 

7 April 1984 (John Bosworth) 

St George’s Square, Crown Inn, 

31 October 2003 (John Bosworth) 



Sport and Social 

Cycling Club meeting at The Crown 

The Hampshire Advertiser County Newspaper, 

18 February 1893

Cricket Club – Annual General Meeting

The Southern Echo Saturday, 4 April 1891

Formation of the Bishop’s Waltham Cricket Club 

Hampshire Chronicle and General Advertiser for the 

South and West of England, Saturday, 21 February 

1885 

The Crown Inn hosted many social and sporting 

events and meetings over the years. A Cricket 

Club was first formed here for, “persons 

interested in this national pastime” in February 

1885. The annual subscription was “Fixed at 10s. 

6d”.

An 1893 announcement describes the Annual 

Cycling meeting at The Crown as appearing to 

“be in a satisfactory condition”, with the club 

looking forward to a very successful season.



Sport and Social

A volunteer church parade, for which rations were 

provided at The Crown afterwards

Hampshire Chronicle And General Advertiser For 

The South And West Of England, 2 July 1898

A smoking concert was held at The Crown to 

raise funds for the engine house

The Hampshire Advertiser County Newspaper, 

13 October 1905

Two notices for fox hunting meetings to encourage fox 

hunting to continue in the area

The Hampshire Advertiser County Newspaper, 14 

March 1874

Fox hunt gathering in St George’s Square, 

c.1896 (photographer unknown)
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Cock Fighting

Reference to cock fighting “in a barn near the Crown Inn” 

from a letter by William Houghton

(Probably from) The Winchester Observer and County 

News, August 1891

Cock fighting was an annual sporting event (The annual grand main of cocks) in Bishop’s Waltham, 

attracting competitors from as far afield as the Isle of Wight and Salisbury. A barn which stood at 

the back of the Crown Inn is where cock fighting took place. 

Cock fighting has been illegal in the UK since the Cruelty to Animal Act of 1835, however, as 

recently as 1933, the Hampshire Advertiser referred to “ugly rumours of cock fighting in years gone 

by” in a barn “near the Square”.  Match wins were often celebrated with an ‘excellent dinner’        

in the Crown Inn.

The outbuildings behind The Crown Inn, 

1968 (John Bosworth) 

The Hampshire Advertiser And 

Southampton Times, 29 April 1933 

A match between the Isle of Wight and the Waltham 

and Chichester feeders (the men who fed, watered 

and trained the birds). The match was won by 

Waltham and Chichester, 9-8 and a celebratory 

dinner was held at The Crown Inn afterwards. 

Hampshire Advertiser And Royal Yacht Club Gazette, 

17 May 1828



Bishop’s Waltham was a parole town. After the French defeat at the Battle of Trafalgar, French 

officers were taken to Bishop’s Waltham as prisoners of war. Admiral Pierre-Charles Villeneuve, 

(1763 – 1806), Commander-in Chief of the French and Spanish fleets, landed at Gosport on the 

29th of November 1805. He and ten officers and servants (including his cook) were taken to 

Bishop’s Waltham by post-chaise where they were billeted in the Crown Inn, and later Vernon 

Hill. A corner cupboard, still in The Crown today, is thought to have been constructed by other 

French prisoners. The French artist, Ambroise Louis Garneray, was also quartered at The Crown, 

where he painted several of his sea landscapes from memory while in residence.

Admiral Villeneuve, was fluent in English and had remarked, on being taken on board the Euryalus,

 “that nobody can beat the English at sea – that if the ships were fewer, they would have gained victory!”

Oracle and the Daily Advertiser, 2 December 1805

The French Admiral on Board the Euryalus by Thomas 

Rowlandson 

11 December 1803, from The Elisha Whittesley Collection

Admiral Pierre-Charles Villeneuve

The Hampshire 

Chronicle,

7 December 1805
The Oracle and The Daily Advertiser, 

2 December 1805British Neptune, 1 December 1805
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The Beer Riots

On Friday the 19th of September 1884, a riot broke out in 

Bishop’s Waltham, with a fight also taking place at the 

Armoury Bar of the Crown Hotel. It is believed to have 

started when the Curate of the Parish, Reverend E.G. 

Falconer, opposed the renewal of the licences of many of 

the licensed houses in the town. The landlords and 

customers alike strongly objected to this reduction and 

were prepared to fight for it.

 

A plan was made to seize Reverend Falconer 

when he alighted off the train and then throw 

him into the fish pond. Fortunately for the 

Curate, he did not arrive, so the plan was never 

carried out. Unfortunately, this sparked more 

violent and serious actions from the mob. They 

carried an effigy (which they later burned) of 

the Reverend, demanding beer and physically 

assaulting several people, including the police. 

Those responsible were tried and sentenced to 

hard labour. Albert Blackman received one 

month while Ernest Blackman and Alfred 

Cooper received fourteen days each.

Report on the court case for the Bishop’s Waltham Beer Riots

The Hampshire Advertiser County Newspaper, 16 January 1886

The pond was most likely 

the medieval fish pond of 

Bishop’s Waltham 

Palace, now divided into 

two by a road to 

Winchester. The pond is 

just a two- minute walk 

from The Crown Inn

Hampshire Chronicle and General Advertiser For 

The South and West of England, 27 September 1884
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One story in Reedpen’s account (1834) 

describes a romance between a former 

“post-boy” at The Crown and a widow who 

was the sister of the landlady. The landlady 

apparently sold up shortly afterwards out 

of embarrassment and invested in a postal 

business elsewhere with the couple. 

Post Office

The closure of The Crown Post Office was 

announced in 1930 to the objection of many 

of the local residents.

The reason given was that the town was 

already served by other larger Post Offices 

nearby which had the capacity to serve the 

town efficiently.

While several part time jobs were 

threatened, two full time jobs, at another 

post office, were made available through 

this scheme.

Many prominent residents viewed this as a 

step backwards and as a threat to the 

economy of the growing village, though 

some agreed that the post office should not 

be associated with any other business.

The Hampshire Advertiser And 

Southampton Times, 24 January 1931 

The Hampshire Advertiser And Southampton Times, 24 January 1931 



Auctions
Richard Austin was recorded as the landlord of The Crown in 1830. In 1836, he began a business as 

an auctioneer and estate agent, later called Austin and Wyatt from 1903, when Wyatt partnered 

with his descendent, also called Richard Austin (there have been three Richard Austins involved 

with the business). Census records from 1841 also list a Richard Austin as publican until his death 

in 1850.  He left everything to his brothers-in-law, though it was in a trust for his wife and children.

He directed that after his death his wife should "relinquish give up and discontinue the business of 

Innkeeper and Wine and Spirit Merchant now carried on by me", and that his brothers in law should 

sell the Crown contents as soon as convenient and invest it for his wife's benefit.  Austin and Wyatt 

continued to hold property auctions at The Crown for over a hundred years, as did several other 

auctioneers.

Richard Austin’s 1847 Will and Testament stating that his “furniture and 

implements of house-hold at the Crown Inn Bishops Waltham”, amongst other 

property, is to be bequeathed to his brothers in law. NA PROB-11-2114-91 

Austin and Wyatt building from St George’s Square, 1987 

(John Bosworth) 

Auction Sale of Droxford Mill by 

Richard Austin of the town 

Hampshire Chronicle, 15 January 1887

Two notices for auctions to 

be held at The Crown Hotel 

by “Sawbridge & Son, F.A.I.” 

and “Richard Austin and 

Wyatt” respectively 

McLaren, 2023



Manor Court was a form of 

post-medieval local 

governance which allowed 

ordinary people to punish and 

supress unlawful behaviour, 

maintain shared landscapes 

and protect local resources.

Legal Proceedings

On the 23rd of September 1736, Robert Baynes 

(the then Crown landlord) was witness in a 

church court regarding “Todd and others 

against Cook”. The court witness statements 

were taken at The Crown.  

Court records for “Todd and others against Cook” 

from 23rd September 1736. The case addressed Mr 

Cook’s desire to build a private pew in the church 

and the parishioners attempts to stop him

LPA Bbb 1296

The Annual Tithe Audit held at the Crown  

Hampshire Chronicle, 15 January 1887

The Hampshire Advertiser County 

Newspaper, 14 October 1905

The Hampshire Advertiser County 

Newspaper, 28 November 1914
Notice By the Hampshire Constabulary to inspect 

weights and measures

The Hampshire Chronicle, Southampton and Isle of 

Wight Courier, 23 April 1859 



Stable Stories

Runaway Pony, The Hampshire Post and 

Southsea Observer, 3 November 1905

Every old building has a story or two about ‘resident ghosts’ and 

The Crown is no exception. Rumour has it that it is haunted by a 

young stable boy who is thought to have been killed when kicked 

by a horse. Not too far-fetched when you consider there was a 

stable attached to the rear of The Crown until 1968, when it was 

demolished to make way for a new bypass between the rear of 

the Square and the Palace.

Whether or not there really is an 

apparition of a stable lad, there 

have certainly been instances of 

death in the near vicinity. An 

inquest by a coroner was held in 

The Crown in 1835. The body of 

Mr Joseph Long, “who dropped 

down and expired […] by the 

visitation of God”, was examined 

at The Crown Inn.
Portsmouth Times And Naval 

Gazette, 24 February 1855

There is a story of a runaway 

pony which “caused some 

excitement”. Having run in the 

direction of its home while 

attached to a baker’s cart, it 

collided with a wall while 

turning the corner near The 

Crown and overturned the cart, 

spoiling a quantity of bread.

Rear of Crown Inn with stables, 6 September 

1968 (John Bosworth) 

Rear of Crown Inn with stables being demolished, 

13 September 1968 (John Bosworth) McLaren, 2023

McLaren, 2023

One of the doors near the corner 

was often referred to as the 

“mortuary door”. Was this 

because the corner was deadly or 

the pub was used as an ad hoc 

mortuary? We’ll never know…



Bishop’s Palace ruins, a very close neighbour to The Crown Inn and the home of Bishop Waltham’s Museum, managed by English Heritage

Find out more here: https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/bishops-waltham-palace/  and at www.bishopswalthammuseum.com

McLaren, 2023
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